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Tsai Ing-wen becomes DPP chair person
Reforming and reinventing the party

On 18 May 2008, Dr. Tsai Ing-wen was elected the new chairperson of the Democratic
ProgressiveParty, becoming the party’ sfirst chairwoman. Shewonwith57.1% of thevote
againgt industrialist Koo Kwang-ming's 37.8%. Legidator Chai Trong-rong, who had
dropped out of the race and thrown hissupport behind Koo, still received 5.1% of thevote.
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Dr. Tsai succeeds outgoing chairman Frank
Hsieh, who was the DPP's candidate in the
March 2008 presidential el ections, andwholost
against the KMT's Ma Ying-jeou (see
Communiquéno. 118).

Theelectionringsinanew erafor theDPP, which
washattered by aseverel ossinthe January 2008
L egidlativeelections, followed by adrubbingin
theMarch Presidential race. Tsai hastheunen-
viable task of pulling the DPP out of its down-
and-out position, trying to reform and rei nvent-
ingtheparty, and bringingitto apositionwhere
it can play the important role in checks and
balances vis-a-visthe KMT government.

Checksand balancesare now needed morethan
ever: withamajority inthe Legislative Y uan of
more than 70% — and more than 75% if one New DPP Chairperson
includes a number of independent legislators Dr. Tsai Ing-wen



Taiwan Communiqué -2- June / July 2008

leaning towardsthe KM T —the ruling KMT party could in principle push through any
legislation it wanted.

Dr. Tsal served as Taiwan’ sVice-Premier from January 2006 through May 2007, and
also served in a series of other positions before that, including chairperson of the
Mainland AffairsCouncil, which setspoliciesfor thecountry’ srelationswith China.
Shereceived aMaster'sinLegal Sciencedegreefrom Cornell University, andaPh.D.
from the London School of Economicsand Political Science.
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Transition of power in Taipel

On 20 May 2008, Taiwan experienced its second transition of power since the country
became democratic in the early 1990s. According to Samuel Huntington’ stheory this
indicates the country has achieved a mature democracy.

Below we first present a brief analysis of what can be expected during Ma's
administration. That isfollowed by an examination of President Chen Shui-bian’s
legacy by Michael Fonte, DPP Liaisonin Washington. We conclude with alook at
Mr. Ma’ sinauguration speech by Prof. J. Bruce Jacobs.

What lies ahead with the Ma administration

For many in Taiwan’ sdemacratic movement, who haveworkedfor Taiwan’ sdemocracy
duringthepast decades, thereturnto power of theK uomintangisathrowback tothedark
and repressive erawhen Taiwan still suffered under martial law.

It is of course true that the Kuomintang has changed over time, as shown in the
successful election of Mr. Ma, but many fear that during the next four years, theold,
hardline pro-China conservatives within the Kuomintang will whittle away at
Taiwan’s hard-earned democracy and will push Taiwan into an inescapable en-
tanglement with arepressive and undemocratic China.

WithintheKMT, several factionspull inoppositiedirections: first thereisthe Taiwanese
vs. Chinese mainlanders schism: the party’ soriginsareclearly Chinese, but over timeit
has coopted a significant number of Taiwanese, so that many on theisland depend on



Taiwan Communiqué -3- June / July 2008

the party for their well-being, promotion, job security, etc. In particular it has bought
loyalty by providing civil servants, teachers, andretired military personnel apreferential
interest rate of awhopping 18% on their pension savings.

The Taiwanese faction, headed by Legislative Yuan Speaker Wang Chin-ping, has
always been more interested in promoting Taiwan and dampen the “China fever”
promoted by the strongly pro-China faction, headed by the likes of Lien Chan, Kuan
Chung, James Soong and P.K. _Copyrignt: Tapel Times
Chiang (the new head of the '
StraitsExchangeFoundation) .
The latter are likely to disre-
gards Taiwan's interests and
didetowardsChina—primarily
driven by their own personal
business interests.

Wial oo "

Kickback culture

The second divide within the

Kuomintang is between the |} o S e
more pro-Western oriented _E;", = Y

leaders, likeMaYing-jeouhim-
self, and the more pro-China
oriented group described ear-

o —

Ma Ying-jeou being chased by KMT factions,
party bosses, and " kickback culture" rats

lier. Thefirst group wantsto
maintaingood rel ationswiththe US, whil e keeping somedistancefrom China. They do

attach some importance to principles like democracy and human rights. The second
group will want to get closer to Chinaand distance TaiwanfromtheUS. Thisgroup has
little regards for democracy and human rights.

Mawill have to maneuver between these factions. Heisgenerally not considered
to beastrong leader, but moregivento laissezfaire, lassez passer. Sothequestion
iswhether hewill be ableto withstand the pressuresfrom within hisown party, and
evenmoreseriously: thepressures Chinawill bring about whenit findsout that Mr.
Ma cannot easily deliver Taiwan on asilver platter.

Thereason isthat during the past decade, Taiwan has built up democratic checks and
balances, whichwill hopefully bestrong enoughto counter thenegativepro-Chinaforces
within the KMT. The past decade has also seen a tremendous growth in Taiwanese
identity and a sense of common destiny with theisland Taiwan. The people are proud
of their achievements, and want to preserve their freedom and democracy.
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President Chen Shui-bian’s Legacy

By Michael J. Fonte, DPP Liaison in Washington DC.

“ The Taiwanese people have stood up” , declared President Chen Shui-bian at his2000
inauguration. At the end of his second term, President Chen’s legacy is clear the vast
majority of Taiwanesehavestood up andidentified themsel veswiththisbeautiful island,
thiswarm and spirited place, this democratic nation.

Thenumbersareclear: thoseidentifyingthemselvesas Taiwanese, in surveysconducted
by theMainland AffairsCouncil, haverisen steadily over the courseof President Chen’s
tenure to close to 70% today. Mean-
while the number of people on Taiwan
identifying themsel vesasChinese-only
has declined to only 5.5%.

Indoctrination under ChineseNational -
ist Party (KMT) rule, particularly during
the harsh martial law period, was that
Taiwanesewere Chinesesubjects. Chi-
neselanguagewasimposed and the use
of local languagesin school sforbidden.
Textbooks focused on Chinese history
and geography, noton Taiwanrealities.
From the party’ s own name to those of
major institutions and companies, Chi-
nesewasthenameof thegameandreunit-
ing with the mainland an ultimate goal.

President Chen Shui-bian put emphasis
ontheTaiwaneseidentity

President Chen and his government

rolled back as much of this Chinese overlay as possible, with resistancefromthe KMT
controlled L egidative Y uanamajor obstacleto further changes. WhileMandarinisstill
the main language of school instruction, therich diversity of languages spoken on the
island arenow heard and taught. Taiwan'scomplex history and itsbeautiful geographic
landscape are explored in detail. The multi-colored cultural tapestry that is Taiwan's
heritage has sprung to life. The defacto independence of Taiwan, withitsfirm grasp on
democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights, is cherished.

The palitical reality behind this shift is profound. As USC Prof. Dan Lynch has noted,
Taiwan-centric consciousnessisthe most common translation of Taiwan zhuti yishi, but
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issomewhat imprecise. Thetermzhuti literally means* mainbody” or “ subject”. Taiwan
zhuti yishi indicates the widely-shared consciousness on the island that Taiwan is an
autonomous entity with adistinctive history and aright to determineitsown futurefree
frominterferenceby foreigncountries. Taiwanisinthissenseasubject, directingitsown
course, not an object to be handed from one great power to another, or some other
country’ speripheral territory.

President Chen’ sDemocratic Progressive Party |ost the 2008 presidential el ection,
but hislegacy lives on and is most evident in the amazing shift in tone of Chinese
Nationalist Party President-elect Ma Y ing-jeou during the presidential campaign.
Mamovedto an acceptanceof afully Taiwan-centric position, to thedismay of some
of hisown party’s elite.

In asix-point statement issued to protest China’s violent crackdown on Tibetans, Ma
condemned Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and stated, “ The Republic of China[ROC] is
ademocratic country that enjoys sovereignty. The future of Taiwan will be decided by
23 million Taiwanese people, and wewon't allow China sinterference.”

Ma affirmed that the KM T policy had always been “ Taiwan-centric for the benefits of
itspeople”, andal sosaidthat areturntotheUnited Nationsis*theaspiration of 23million
people on Taiwan and the party will continue to work toward that direction.”

Anaobjectiveassessment of the Chen presidency will comeintime. | believe, though, that
wecanalready seetheoutlinesof history’ sjudgment: inadifficult political environment
wherehewasbuffeted by domestic political opponents, Chinese hostility and American
pressure, President Chen led the Taiwanese people to stand up and assert themselves
as masters of their own destiny, as the heirs of along, rich, vibrant history that will
continue to spin its way forward.

| nauguration of the new President

By J. Bruce Jacabs, Professor of Asian Languages and Sudies and Director of the
Taiwan Research Unit at Monash University, Melbourne, Australia

Mr. Ma's inauguration speech of 20 May 2008 attempted to bring together the very
diverse strands within Taiwan’ s body-politic, both within the now ruling Kuomintang
and also outside of it. Such an attempt at synthesiswas doomed to failure and left many
listeners dissatisfied, but the speech at least made an effort in this direction.
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Ma’ sspeech beganwith praisefor Taiwan’ sdemocracy. He madereferenceto how
recently “political trust was low, political maneuvering was high, and economic
security was gone. Support for Taiwan from abroad had suffered an all-time low.”
One could read this as criticizing the preceding administration of Chen Shui-bian
without acknowledging the very negative roles of his own Kuomintang, which
controlled the legislature, in creating these problems.

Copyright: Taipel Times

Maconcludesthefirst section
of his speech by noting that
Taiwanistheonly ethnic Chi-
nese area to have had two
changes of government. (The
terms translated as “ethnic
Chinese” are huaren and
zhonghua wenhua, which
means Chinese culture.) Here
Maisclearly identifying Tai-
wan aspart of the* ethnic Chi-
nese” world.

In the second section of his  The "Ma presidency horse": good governance
speech, Ma begins by em- falling by the wayside

phasizing, “1slandslike Tai-

wan flourish in an open economy and wither in a closed one. This has been true
throughout history.” The Chinesetext ismuch stronger saying thisisan “historical
iron law.” Ma says Taiwan needs harmony among all “sub-ethnic groups’ and
between old and new immigrants.

Mathen quotes Lord Acton about how “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely,” perhaps to remind the Kuomintang that it cannot do whatever it wants
despite having substantial control over all branches of government.

This leads into a discussion of foreign relations. Taiwan needs to be a “respected”
member of the global community. Ma argues, “ By strengthening economic relations
with its major trading partners, Taiwan can better integrate itself in East Asia and
contribute more to the region’s peace and prosperity.”

Mathenturnsto the United States. In English, the USis* our foremost security ally and
tradingpartner” , butin Chinesethetext can better betransated as, “ thissecurity alliance
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friend and trading partner.” Ma emphasizes “our” determination to protect Taiwan's
security and states the need for defensive weapons, but also stresses cross-strait peace
and maintaining regional stability. Apparently, a draft section on maintaining good
relations with Japan was omitted from the speech itself.

The greatest international interest in Ma's speech focused on cross-strait issues. Ma
attempted to express some sense of agreement with the Chinese by mentioning three
recent statements of President Hu Jintao. He also made reference to both sides being
Chinese. TheEnglishreferredto* our common Chineseheritage” whilethe Chinesetext
spoke “the people of both sides belonging to the Chinese race (zhonghua minzu).” In
addition, in the Chinese text, the next sentence referred to “the high intelligence [or
superior wisdom] of the Chineserace,” aphrase not included in the English tranglation.
Of course, this content did not read well among Taiwan’s aborigines or among the
Taiwanese who do not consider themselves Chinese.

From a Taiwan perspective, the most glaring disappointment was his omission to
firmly emphasize Taiwan’'s sovereignty. His only reference was a statement that
“ thekeystonefor afinal solutiontothecross-strait problemisnot ina conflict over
sovereignty, butinwaysof lifeand corevalues.” (Thisisdifferent fromtheofficial
translation, “In resolving Copyright: Taipei Times
cross-strait issues, what
matters is not sovereignty,
but core values and the way
of life.”). Since during his
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election campaign Ma em- "'
phasizedtimeandagainthat | Soveraigne, L5
Taiwan/ROC isasovereign — i O S
country, many in Taiwan ” ’F’\y B
wonder if heisalready shift- W E?;’ bj
ing position. ’ Al
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To someextent, Maretreated o Tl
somewhat onthesesentiments R T

inthelast part of histalk. He
emphasized Taiwan's four
hundred years of history, a
phraseused by many Taiwanesehistorians. Henoted that hetooisapost-war immigrant,
but is “forever grateful to [Taiwan] society for accepting and nurturing this post-war
immigrant.”

Mr. Ma, with the " China fever" torch, snuffing
out Chen Shui-bian's " sovereignty" torch
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Mathen noted that the Republic of Chinahasamuchlonger history in Taiwan than
in Chinaitself. In Mandarin, Mastated, “on Taiwan the Republic of China gained
anew life,” amuch stronger statement than the official translation of “ The Republic
of Chinawasreborn on Taiwan.”

Finally, and thisisimportant, Maquoted language straight from the February 28, 2004
DPP demonstration, when over two million peoplelined up thewholelength of Taiwan
to “hold handsto protect Taiwan”. Maused words from the key song, “ Hand holding
hand, Heart United with Heart” and then concluded, “ let usall strivetogether.” These
words are completely omitted from the official English translation. In addition, Ma
repeated these wordsin the native Taiwanese/Hokl o language, something that was not
reflected in the Chinesetext either.

Thus, Ma' s speech isamélange that remainsinsufficiently blended. We still must wait
to seewhat policies hewill implement as president.
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The Presidential election; a retrospective

In the previous issue of Taiwan Communiqué (#118) we reported extensively on the
March 2008 Presidential elections. Whilethe el ection processitself wasfair and open,
and the el ection campaign avibrant competion, the playing field was still heavily titled
infavor of the Kuomintang, and stacked against the DPP.
Below wefirst present further
evidenceof theKuomintang's %
“money politics.”

Copyright: Taipel Times

I'll just stand
here and watch.
| won't be a
bother, | promise.

Inthe previousissuewealso
argued that the election re-
sults did NOT indicate that
theTaiwanesewanta“ closer
relationswithChina’, but that
they want peace and stabil-
ity. Thisbecame even more
evident fromtheresultsof an
opinion poll published at the
end of April 2008, whichis  President Ma totheUS: " | will just stand hereand
also presented below. watch. | won't be a bother, | promise.”
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Thirdly, we present an article detailing how the Ma camp used “the economy” as
aweapon in the election campaign along lines that are very similar to former US
President Bill Clinton’ stacticsin 1992.

Vote buying still prevalent

A number of reports coming out of Taiwan during and after the March 2008 election
campaign indicate that the Kuomintang did engage in massive efforts to entice voters
to cast their votes for the Kuomintang. Thisoccurred at a number of different levels.

Atthemostlocal level —that of the” liandlin” or* neighborhood and block” —theKMT
still hasasystem of local “captains’, who know the political viewsof most peopleinthe
area. They dispense favors, both to the party faithful aswell asto those who might be
influenced to support the party. Intherun-up to the present elections, these“ captains”
reportedly offeredamoney enticement of NT$3000 (US$100) per personto peoplewho
agreed to cross the line and support the KMT.

Also, local KMT branches provided transportation to people to go to the polling
stations, and were paid NT$ 10 per person transported. Another incentive was to
peoplewilling to serve as“ staff” outsidethe polling station. Thesewerepaid NT$
1000 per person. According to reports from Taiwan, the total budget for the
operation added up to some NT$ 470 min (roughly US$ 14.7 min).

At another level —the international level — the party also provided incentives: many
overseas members of the Kuomintang were offered a“vacation trip”, which happened
to coincide with the elections. The offer included a flight to Japan, a couple of days
vacationing there, then on to Taiwan — arriving the day before the el ections—and then
off to Hong Kong for another day of vacationing. All of this—including flight costsand
hotels—reportedly for the meager sum of only afew hundred dollars.

The travel agencies involved declined to indicate where the funding was coming
from, but this kind of “subsidy” reportedly involved hundreds of of tour groups
ranging from several dozen to several hundred in size.

Taiwan Communiquécomment: It must thusbeconcludedthat, while* money politics”

may not have shifted the balance or made a difference in the outcome, it was still a
significant factor in the campaign. Any pronouncements that the elections were
“clean” elections must be taken with a healthy grain of scepticism.
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Opinion poll: No to unification with China

After thePresidential el ections, many international mediaand observersconcluded
that the election results showed that the people on the island wanted “closer
relationswith China.”

Theresults of arecent opinion poll puncturesthis myth: the poll, published by the
DPPin Taiwan on 27 April 2008, showsthat:

* 82% of all respondentsdisagreethat theresultsof the presidential electionsindicate
that the people of Taiwan are more willing to accept unification with China; even
among pan-blue respondents the percentage who disagreed was 76.5%

*  69.3%of al respondentsagreethat any important futurecross-Strait agreement must
be voted on by the people on the island through a referendum;

* 88.3% of all respondents agree that Taiwan and China are two separate, sovereign
countries; even among the pan-blue respondents this percentage was 86.4%.

Asshown in the following article, the economy was a major factor in the electorate’s
support for the KMT ticket: people on the island do want less tension and more peace
and quiet in the Taiwan Strait. Mr. Mawas able to convince amajority that his policy
of accomodation and closer economic tieswould bemorelikely to bring “ abetter life.”

The results of this opinion poll show that this doesn’t mean that people on the island
desire closer political ties with the PRC: a large majority is not willing to accept
unification. A largemajority also agreesthat thedemocratic voiceof theisland’ speople
needs to be heard through a referendum, and an overhwelming majority insists that
Taiwan and China are two separate, sovereign countries.

Was it the economy, stupid?

By Gerritvan der Wees, editor of Taiwan Communiqué. Thisarticlewasfirst published
in the Taipei Times on 13 May 2008. Reprinted with permission.

Back in 1992, then Presidential candidate Bill Clinton hammered away at his
opponent —incumbent President George H.W. Bush — that his administration was
to blame for the downturn in the economy, “It’ s the economy, stupid” became the
buzzword. Bush Sr., who had an approval rating of 90% oneyear earlier because of
his successes in ending the Cold War and the first Gulf War, lost the elections.
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In2008, Presidential candidate MaY ing-jeou used very much the sametactic against
the incumbent DPP government. However, in Taiwan in 2008 there were some
significant differences: 1) Chen Shui-bian’s administration was already in the
doldrums for other than economic reasons, and it was difficult for DPP candidate
Frank Hsieh to distance himself from the sitting administration.

2) Theeconomy wasactually doing quitewell, growing at arateof 5.7%in2007. Still, the
“economy-is-down” argument stuck, and we bel ow will examinewhy thiswasthe case.

Firstit must beestablished that Taiwan hasadevel oped economy already: at aper capita
GDPof US$29,600 (2006, Purchasing Power) i shad surpassed many countriesin Southern
Europe, and iscloseto the highly developed / high tech economies of Western Europe.

Source: Taiwan Communiqué

The S-Curve
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On the S-curve of economic development, Taiwan is close to the top of the curve, and
therefore necessarily hasarelatively flat growth rate. Still, Taiwan’sgrowth would be
the envy of many a Western nation! Indeed, it is very much sustainable.

Chinaontheother handis—withaper capitaGDPestimated at alevel of US$5,300 (2006,
Purchasing Power) — still near the bottom of the S-curve, although there are of course
pockets of high development along the coast, in the industrial zones of Shenzhen and
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Shanghai. Particularly inview of the environmental costsand the highincomediscrep-
ancies, many economists do not consider China s high growth rate sustainable.

Itwasthusaclear tactic of MaYing-jeou’ scampto comparetheapplesof Taiwan’s
5.7% growth to the oranges of China's 11.4% growth. The absolute levels of
development were conveniently not mentioned.

Thus, for many voters the economy was the decisive factor in casting their vote.
Why did theeconomy argument get so much traction during the el ections? Themain
reason was that although the overall economy did very well ( asindicated above),
theincomedistributionwasincreasingly skewed: well-off businessmen grew richer
fromtheir investmentsin China, whiletheincomesof workersand farmer stagnated,
precisely because of the opening to China: the workers saw their jobs disappear to
China, while the farmers saw an increasing flow of cheap Chinese agricultural
products flood the local market.

So, what will happen inthe next four years? Macampaigned under the“6-3-3” slogan:
6% economicgrowth, lessthan 3% unemployment, and aper capitaGDP of US$30,000.
Attheend of April 2008, Mawasalready backtracking, saying that the 6% growth was
probably not feasible, and that this would be more likely in the neighborhood of 5%.

After an initial honeymoon it will become increasingly clear that Ma' s campaign
promisesareafar cry fromreality: Taiwanisclosely tiedinwiththeglobal economy,
and theeconomic downturninthe US—some speak of arecession—will haveamajor
effect on China sexport-oriented economy, whichinturnwill have severerepercus-
sions on Taiwan’'s economy. That is the danger of Taiwan’s economy being too
closely tied to China’ s economy.

So, what isMr. Ma proposing? Opening up further to Chinaand linking Taiwan's
economy even closer to China’s. This is arecipe for disaster, since it is tying
Taiwan’ srobust but still relatively small economy to that of the Chinese supertanker
that is hitting an iceberg.

Taiwan’ spolitical and economicviability canonly beensuredif thenew policymakers
inTaipei steer away from China, and strivetowardsmaking Taiwan afull and equal
member in the international community, not amere appendix to China.

I <k k k k ok ok ok ok Kk ok ok % 1
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Methodist Church adopts Resolution on Taiwan

From April 23 through May 9™ 2008, the United M ethodist Churchin the United States
helditsGeneral ConferenceinFort Worth, TX. Atthisconference, the Church’ shighest
decisionmaking body adopted twoimportant resol utionsin support of Taiwan’ sdemoc-
racy and self-determination, asking its members to “ stand in solidarity with the
Taiwanese people as they assert their human rights and their right to self-determina-
tion.” Thetext of thefirst Resolutionisasfollows:

The human story isone of migration and strugglesfor self-determination, but often
frustrated by the unsolicited intervention of nationsinto the affair s of other nations.
The United Methodist Church continues to stand unequivocally against such
interventions. Thistoo isthe story of the people of Taiwan whose strugglesfor self-
determination call for our solidarity and action.

Taiwan isan island state of twenty three million people, comprised of indigenous
Taiwanese, Chinese and a mix of both. After 400 plus years of colonial rule by the
Dutch, the Chineseand the Japanese, the peopl e of Taiwan today have a stableform
of democratic government, a thriving economy and a vibrant national identity and
culture.

Therefore, we call upon all United Methodists around the world to stand in
solidarity with the Taiwanese people as they assert their human rights and their
right to self-determination. Self-determination will allow the Taiwanese people to
freely determine their political destiny and achieve their democratic aspirations,
without influence from, or domination by, foreign powers.

Further, that United Methodists support the Taiwanese people’ shopefor ajust and
durable peace, secure and stable borders, and sustainable development and
cooperation among nations and peoples of the world.

In light of historic United Methodist understanding of self-determination, and its
current understanding of the “ One China” policy, we therefore call upon the
leader ship of the Council of Bishops, with the assistance of the General Board of
Global Ministries and the General Board of Church and Society and their Annual
Conference networks, including the National Federation of Asian American United
Methodists, to inform and educate the church about the history, experience,
struggles and hopes of the Taiwanese people.
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Thesecond resol ution incorporatesaconcise history of Taiwan’ soccupation by outside
colonial forces, such as the Japanese and Chinese Nationalists, and then concludes:

Thereforebeit resolved that the 2008 General Conference of The United Methodist
Churchreaffirmsitssupportsof thedemocratic aspirationsand achievementsof the
people of Taiwan and;

The United Methodist Church, under the leader ship of the Council of Bishopswith
the assistance of the General Board of Church and Society and its Annual
Conference networks, informthemsel ves about the history of the Taiwanese people,
study contemporary issues involved in the changing application of the “ One
China” policy, and prayerfully and wisely promotein their own countries and the
United Nations the rights of Taiwanese for stability, security, and self-determina-
tion of its own status in the family of nations.

* k k k ok k k ok ok ok k k%

Taiwanesejournalists gagged by the UN

By Willy Fautré, Human Rights Without Frontiers International, Brussels.

Atthe19-24May 2008 WorldHealth Assembly (WHA) in Geneva, Taiwanesejournalists
were again barred from reporting on an event that concerns 23 million Taiwanese.

Since 2004, Taiwanese journalists, scientists, business-
men, and students have been denied accessto UN com-
pounds in New York and Geneva on the ground that
Taiwanisnot aUN member state.

The ban, which was originally applied to Taiwanese
journalists, has progressively been extended to non-
Taiwanese correspondents working for Taiwanese
media outlets. Reporters holding a British or a U.S.
passport told HRWF Int’| they had been denied ac-
cess to UN compounds after they had been asked for
the name of their mediaemployer. Mr.Willy Fautré

Last but not least, Taiwanese scientists who had been invited to the previous Basel
Convention Conference, held at the International Conference Centrein Geneva, which
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isnot “UN territory,” were kept outside the building by the UN security guards despite
the personal intervention of the secretary general of the Basel Convention.

In2007,theban on Taiwanesecitizensincreased dramatically. A group of summer camp
childreninvited by “ BuddhaL ight Foundation,” anNGOwithECOSOC status, could not
visit the UN in Geneva because they had Taiwanese passports.

InAugust 2007, theU.N.’ sEconomicand Social Council (ECOSOC) slammed Liberal
International with a one—year suspension, blocking the umbrellagroup of Liberal
partiesaround theworld from participating at U.N. conferencesand debates. China
initiated the retaliation after the group accredited a Taiwanese politician,
Exanmination Y uan President Y ao Chia-wen, as one of its delegates to a Human
Rights Council session in March, who spokein the plenary for the right of Taiwan
tojoin the World Health Organization.

A Forum on electronic equipment held at the UN was not accessible to Taiwanese
businessmen. Taiwanesejournalistsand official sbasedin Genevaweredecl ared persona
non grataat a Christmas Party organized in the premises of the UN by the Association
of Correspondents Accredited to the United Nations (ACANU).

Foreign Journalists and Media Associations Support Taiwanese Journalists

This discriminatory policy and the unacceptable restriction of freedom of expression
implemented by the UN has been heavily criticized by a number of associations of
journalists.

This year, the Association of Correspondents Accredited to the United Nations
(ACANU) launched aworldwide petition requesting international press clubs to send
letters urging the UN to restore Taiwanese journalists' right to cover WHA meetings.
This would enable newsgathering activities to return to normal operations, free of
political interferenceand prevent further infringement of pressfreedomand equal rights.

On 6 March 2008, ACANU passed aresolution on unequal treatment of Taiwanese
mediarepresentati ves, demanding that the UN secretary-general amend therulethat
has resulted in the UN and its affiliated organizations’ denying accreditation to
journalists holding Taiwanese passports. The resolution urges that Taiwanese
correspondents should enjoy the same right as other journalists to gather newsin
conformity with the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
related UN resolutions. The ACANU resolution also callsonthe UN to consider only
fundamental human rights and not be influenced by political or diplomatic factors
concerning the particular opinions of any member states.
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On 11 April 2008, the I nternational Federation of Journalists (1FJ) issued anew
call onthe UN to lift itsfour-year ban on Taiwanese journalists from reporting on
the WHA, accusing the UN of undermining the role of journalism in global
campaignsfor public health. “ The United Nationsisallowingitself to be bullied by
Chinaand in the processis chipping away at the valuesit was created to protect,”
said Paco Audije, IFJ Deputy General Secretary. In 2005 and 2006, the IFJissued
pressreleasesand sent letters of protest to the UN. Aidan White, secretary-general
of the IFJ, was quoted in The Parliament Magazine as saying “ [the ban on
Taiwanese journalists] is blatant censorship and is an unacceptable situation.”

Reporters Without Borders (RWB) issued this year a press release condemning the
UN’s silencing of Taiwanese journalists. On 14 May 2007, Robert Menard, RWB
secretary-general, sent aletter to WHO Director-General Margaret Chan expressing his
hope that the WHO would not deny press passesto Taiwanese journalists at the behest
of China. Inhisletter, heemphasizedthat Taiwan’ shealthrightsand accesstoinformation
should not be sacrificed out of political considerations.

Last year, 31 Taiwanese mediaorganizations protested to the UN and WHO, while
thelnter national Feder ation of Jour nalists, which hasmorethan 500,000 members
in over 100 countries, passed aresolution during its annual assembly condemning
the UN’ s discriminatory treatment of Taiwanese journalists.

Ineach of the past four years, the Association of TaiwaneseJour nalists(ATJ) has
protested the UN’s policy and demanded that the UN and the World Health
Organization (WHO) givedueconsiderationtotheuniversal valuesof humanrights
and press freedom that Taiwan should enjoy.

In its “2006 World Press Freedom Review,” Vienna-based I nternational Press
Institute (1P1) admonished the UN for violating the rights of Taiwanese reporters,
stating the “ Journalists' rightsto press freedom and access to information should
be respected without regard to their country of origin.”

Up to now, UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon has not reacted to the protests and the
UN Department of Public Information which appliesthe ban hasnot changeditspolicy.
But the main questionis: On which legal basiswasthat ban decided and who is behind
it...? Mr. Ban Ki-moon: Transparency from the UN is urgently needed.
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Report from Washington

Congress expresses support for Taiwan into the WHO
By Coen Blaauw, FAPA Headquarters

On19May 2008, theWorld Health Assembly, the WHO'’ shighest decision-making body,
ruled not to deliberate on new member applications during this year’s plenary session
in Geneva. Asaresult, adebate on Taiwan’sbid did not take place, effectively killing
Taiwan’s 2008 bid to haveitsvoice heard in the WHO.

Earlier, Members of both Houses of the United States Congress had written lettersin
support of Taiwan’sinclusion in the international health forum.

Inaletter to Secretary Ricedated 8 May 2008, Chairman and Ranking member of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee Howard Berman and |l eanaRos-L ehtinen wrote:
“Webelieveitisimperativethat you renew our gover nment’ scommitment to assist
Taiwaninitseffort to secure observer status at the upcoming meeting of the WHA.
We also urge you and our representatives to the WHO to protest the 2005 MOU
between the WHO and the PRC and the potential negative consequencesit hasfor
global public health. Such arrangements threaten the people of Taiwan, the
international community, and U.S. interests.”

In 2005 the WHO and the PRC secretly signed a memorandum of understanding that
established specificproceduresfor thehandling of heal thinformation betweenthe WHO
and Taiwan, wherethe WHO needsto consult with the PRC first beforeit can send any
medical information or assistance to Taiwan. The US and other member states have
lodged protests against the MOU stating it violates the basic principles for which the
WHO stands.

Theletter wasco-signed by thefour co-chairsof the Congressional Taiwan CaucusReps.
Steve Chabot, Shelley Berkley, DanaRohrabacher and Robert Wexler.

Meanwhile, on 9 May 2008, thetwo co-chairsof the Senate Taiwan Caucus, Senators
TimJohnsonand JamesInhofe, wroteal etter to Secretary of State CondoleezzaRice,
detailing how Taiwan’'s position vis-a-vis the WHO has deteriorated since the
signing of the 2005 MOU between the PRC and the WHO, referring to Taiwan’s
exclusion as an “unacceptable situation.”
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The two senators urged the Administration to renew US efforts to help secure adirect
relationship for Taiwan with the WHO, “ most immediately through the granting of
observer status for Taiwan at the upcoming meeting of the WHA.”

President Chen accords high ordersto
members of Congress

Photo: Office of Senator Brown

Duringthedaysprior to Taiwan’sMay 20
Inauguration Day, several Members of
theU.S. Congressreceived oneof Taiwan's
most prestigious honors, the Order of the
Brilliant Star with Grand Cordon, from
outgoing president Chen Shui-bian.

Recipients were: co-chairs of the House
Congressional Taiwan CaucusReps. Steve
Chabot, Shelley Berkley, Dana
Rohrabacher and Robert Wexler, co-chairs
of the Senate Taiwan Caucus Senators
Tim Johnson and James I nhofe, and rank-
ing member of the House Foreign Affairs
CommitteelleanaRos-L ehtinen and Sena-
tor Sherrod Brown.

| | ..
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Order of the Brilliant Star from
Taiwan Representative Dr. Joseph Wu

Report from

Europe
Give Taiwan credit for democracy

By CharlesTannock, foreign affairs spokesman for the British Conservative Party and
the European Parliament’s rapporteur on the eastern dimension of the European
Neighborhood Policy. Thisarticlefirst appearedinthe Taipei Timeson 30 April 2008.
Reprinted with permission.
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While protests over China's crackdown in Tibet and the debate about Kosovo's
unilateral declaration of independence continue to fester, the injustice of Taiwan's
ongoing international isolation has barely stirred aflicker of interest despite Taiwan's
recent presidential el ectionand referendumson UN membership. Thisneglectisnot only
shortsighted, but may also prove dangerous.

This seeming double standard can be explained partly by a
sense of guilt: The West has, for the most part, embraced
Kosovo's independence in an effort to assuage its own
culpability for not preventingl ate Serbian president Slobodan
Milosevic's campaign of ethnic cleansing there. Similarly,
much of the world is protesting on behalf of Tibet because
countless millions have witnessed China’s brutal suppres-
sion of Tibetan culture.

Taiwan, on the other hand, does not grab our attention,
becauseit is stable and flourishing economically. But it has
never been part of the People’ sRepublic of China. Taiwanis |

an unrecognized independent state with avigorousdemoc-  Dr.CharlesTannock
racy and high standards of human rights. Because Taiwan Member of the
has not allowed itself to becomeavictim, theworld simply  European Parliament
does not feel guilty about it, and so ignoresiit.

But perhapswe should feel some guilt. Taiwan deservesgreat credit for standing onits
owntwofeet, despitetheinternational isolationimposed. Chinabl ocksit from participat-
ing fully in the international arena, whether through the WTO, the Olympics, or UN
agencies, including the WHO. Toitsshame, Chinaallowsitspolitical goal of excluding
Taiwanfrom membershipinall international organizationsto trump even urgent public
health concerns.

Thesmall number of countriesthat recognize Taiwandiplomatically hasdwindled owing
to amixture of Chinese pressure and blandishments. Ontop of all this, Taiwan’ snearly
23millionpeoplegoabout their daily businessknowing that about 1,400 Chinesemissiles
areready to be launched at them at amoment’ s notice.

Itisnot for meto say that Taiwan should be recognized as an independent country. To
all intentsand purposes, Taiwan isalready independent, albeit without formal recogni-
tion. Equally, there are plenty of Taiwanese who would like the island eventually to
reunify with China, particularly if China democratizes and ceases to be a one-party
communist dictatorship. However, we cannot deny that Taiwanese are unjustly being
refused their placein the wider world.
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Thegloba community shoulddomoretousher Taiwanintotheinternational mainstream.
Western powers have hel ped champion human rights and self-determination within the
bounds of international law. The campaignsthat the West waged throughout the 1980s
in solidarity with democratic forcesin Soviet-dominated Eastern Europe helped bring
about theend of communi st domination. A similar commitment tothedemocraticrights
of Taiwanesecould havesalutary effectsin China. Moreover, Taiwanisanatural ally of
any party that espouses the values of pluralist politics, free markets and human rights.

It seemsparticularly shortsighted, indeed hypocritical, for the USand Britain to seek to
spread democracy and human rightsthroughout theworld whilefailingto recognizeand
reward the Taiwanese, a people who have embraced these concepts wholeheartedly.

Unquestioning recognition of the “one China’ policy sends the message that we
appreciate more a country that is a big, communist dictatorship rather than a small,
multiparty democracy. For therecord, thereareclear precedentsfor divided countriesto
enter the UN as separate states and then eventually to reunify: West and East Germany,
North and South Y emen, and perhaps one day, the two Koress.

Ultimately, it isfor Taiwan and Chinato regulate and resolve their relations. There are
already some positive signsof abilateral thaw asanew administration preparesto take
officein Taiwan, with high-level talkstaking placebetween Chinese President Hu Jintao
andvicepresident-elect Vincent Siew. Thedemocraticworld hasan obligationto support
thisprocess— not only because Taiwan deservesitssupport, but al so because engaging
more with Taiwan could potentially be a powerful instrument of leverage for broader
changein China.
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In the Limelight

Tangwai magazine collection at GWU
formally opened

OnThursday, 24 April 2008, two eventswere held at George Washington University in
Washington DC: 1) the formal opening of the Tangwai Magazine Collection at the
GelmanLibrary of theUniversity, and 2) aSeminar about theimportanceof the Tangwai
Magazines for Taiwan’ stransition to democracy.
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The opening was performed by Taiwan’s Overseas Affairs Commission Minister,
Mrs. Chang Fu-mei, who lauded the coll ection asanimportant sourceof information
for those doing research on how Taiwan’s transition to democracy actually took
place. She also emphasized the importance of the collection for the process of
transitional justice in Taiwan. Dr. Jack Siggins, Librarian of the University,
gratefully accepted the collection, and said it was part of the University’ s effort to

contribute to, and document, democracy around the world.
Photo: Chiaojung Wang

The collection was _ BT
named after Father Ed o — _ L

Kédly, an Irish Roman ; :

Catholic missionary
based in Hong Kong,
who smuggled many of
thetangwai magazines
outof Tailwanduringhis
frequent visits in the
early and mid-1980s.
Father Kelly passed
awayinlrelandinOcto-
ber 1994 after a long

struggle with leukemia '
(see Taiwan TaiwanMinister ChangFu-mei (L), GelmanLibrarian

Communiqué no. 63, Jack Siggins(2nd fromleft) and other participantsat
November 1994). theopeningof thecollection

The seminar was moderated by Prof. Ed McCord of the Sigur Center for Asian
Studiesat GWU, who al so serves as Director of the Taiwan Resource Center at the
GelmanLibrary (seebelow).

First speaker was Gerrit van der Wees, editor of Taiwan Communiqué, who gave an
overview of the tangwai publications, how they got started, how the KMT authorities
tried to suppress them through confiscations and bannings, and how the persistence of
the publishers, editors and writers eventually led to the transition of democracy in the
second half of the 1980s.

NextcameMrs. Y ao Chou Ching-yu, wifeof imprisoned oppositionleader Y ao Chia-wen,
who recounted her experiences with her publication, CARE Magazine, which was
Taiwan's foremost human rights publication during that period. She recounted a
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fascinating story how sheorganized asummer camp for children of political prisonersat
which the 200-some parti ci pantswere surrounded by some 100 policemenwhotold the
kidsthey could not wear a T-shirt with “1 love Taiwan” printed onit.

Thenext speaker wasAntonio Chiang, former editor of prominent magazinessuchasThe
Eighties, The Asian, Current, and The Journalist, and founding editor of the English-
language Taipei Times. Hereflected onthetangwal magazineperiod, whenthegoal sand
purpose of the opposition movement wasclear, and contrasted it with the present, where
it had been difficult for the DPP to find a clear focus. He also recounted the strange
symbiosiswiththesecurity agenciesinthe 1980s, whichtried many differentwaystodlicit
information from the tangwai editors, often through a“good cop — bad cop” approach.

Thefinal speaker wasTaiwan’ sOverseasAffairsMinister Chang Fu-mei herself, whoin
the1970sand 1980shad been akey link betweenthetangwai magazinesandtheoverseas
Talwanese community. Shetold how she became the distribution point for many of the
magazines, whichwas OK when most magazinesonly published monthly (intheearlier
years) but became problematic in the later years, when many many magazines were
confiscated and banned. She again applauded the establishment of the collection at
GWU and said it was part of an important collective legacy and collective memory.

The Taiwan Resource Center at the George
Washington University

By Edward A. McCord, Associate Professor of History and International Affairs
at George Washington University

In December 2004, the Gelman Library at the George Washington University
officially inaugurated the Taiwan Resource Center with aribbon-cutting ceremony.
Since that time, the Center has grown to become amajor focal point for study and
research on Taiwan in the U.S. capital. Indeed, the Center stands out as the only
specialized library collectioninthe United Statesfocusing specifically on Taiwan.

The Gelman Library’ sdecisionto development the Taiwan Resource Center was based
on itsrecognition of theimportance of Taiwan asan academic subject dueto itsunique
international positionandinternal devel opment. Obviously many scholarsand research-
ersare drawn to a study of Taiwan because its troubled relationship with the People’ s
Republic of Chinaremainsakey issue affecting theforeign policy of the United States
and creates broader security concerns for the Asia-Pacific region.
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Atthesametime, asoneof theoriginal Asianeconomic“tigers,” Taiwan hasoffered
aspecial casefor thestudy of economicdevelopment. Finally Taiwan’sremarkable
transition to democracy has made it amodel for other societiesand arich field for
comparative study. Based on these interests, the Center’s main goal has been to
provide a comprehensive collection of materials on Taiwan’s history, politics,
economy and international relations.

Sinceitsfounding, the TRC has more than doubled the Gelman Library’ soriginal print
collection of materials on Taiwan with the addition of over two thousand books in
Chinese, English and Japanese. Another important acquisition was a collection over
eight hundred “ opposition” tangwai journals donated by Mr. Gerrit van de Wees and
hiswife Mei-chin. The most significant feature of the collection, though, has been the
licensing of seven major databases that provide access to comprehensive sets of
historical materials, newspapers, and journalsfrom Taiwan.

Photo: Chiaojung Wang

Oneof thesedatabases, for example, pro-
vides full-text access to over five hun-
dredjournalspublishedin Taiwan. While
some of these databases are availablein
several other librariesintheUnited States,
no other library hasmorethan two, mak-
ingthe Taiwan Resource Center amagnet
for researchersfrom around the country.
The Center hasal so created an extensive
research guide for the study of Taiwan,
includinglinksto onlinemany resources AN
that can beaccessed throughthe Center’ s Display of tangwai magazinesat the

website. GWU Taiwan Resour ceCenter

More detailed information on the Center’s collection can be found on its website
at http://www.gwu.edu/gelman/seearr/trc/. Asoneof theGelman Library’ sspecial
collections, the Taiwan Resource Center is open to the public as well as to the
University’ saffiliated patrons. Individualsnot affiliated with the University, how-
ever, should call (202) 994-7105 to arrange for access to the collection.

Anyoneinterested in further information should contact Professor Edward M cCord,
Director of the Taiwan Education and Research Program at George Washington
University, <mccord@gwu.edu>. Mailingaddress: Sigur Center for Asian Studies,
Suite503, 1957 E St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20052.
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